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1 TIM. VI. Vers. 18, 19. 


That they do good, that they be rich in good works, rea · 


dy to diſtribute, mr/ling to communicate. 


Laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good foundation, 


againſt the time to come, that they may lay hold on 


eternal Life. | 


T HESE words are part of that Charge which St. Pau! 
commands Timothy, in the verſe immediately preceding 


t, to lay upon them that are rich in this world, And 


my Tex | 
they do bath, fully and emphatically teach ſuch their Duty u 


and moſt parhetically and powerfully invite and ftir them v 

to the practice of it. Their Duty cannot poſſibly be ſer forth 
in fuller Ferms, than thoſe the Text; That they do good, a 
very large and Expreſſion, which comprehends under it 4 


Bent ſicente or Charity towards their poor indigent they 


thoſe various ways, by which they may be helpful and 
viceable , eicher to the Souls dt Bodies, the Temporal or 
ternal lutereſts of their Brethreh. That they be rich in god. 
works, not only do an act of Charity now and then, but con- 
itantly ambrace all opportunities of doing ſuch acts, to which 
(hett capacities will extend; and, by this means, become: 
rich in the Ræxereie, as Gdd has made them in the power, 4 
going good.  Andlaftly; that they be ready to diſtribute, 
willing to communicate,that is in other words, that they do, pler 
?ifully in proportion to their worldly circumſtances, and cher 
fully without the leaſt grudging Or reluctancy, contribute to- 
wards zhe chat of thei dutreſſod Brethren. And then the 
z vitatioam Motive to this Duty, is e phe greateNthik 
can potlthly be propos d. even the Promiſe of Everlaſting hap 
pineſs and Loy: Laying lip tt ſtoreʒ or treaſuting up for them 
ves a good founaation, ſtack or pledge ggamſt the futur 
Pet chey ma; tey bold oh tern Life. Wh "ol Ii 
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dcrat: 


low ( 


do likewiſe fairly intimate to vs, what ought to be our principal end, in 
doing good, with reſpect to Our · ſelves; namely, the obtaining, not the 
favour or applauſe of Men, or any other ſuch whorldly advantages, but 
advantages of a wuch higher and more ſpiritual nature, ſuch as the fa- 


your of God and our Bleſſed Saviour, and throngh that, the hope of E- 


rea. | ternal Happinels in another Life. | 
* The Duty of doing good in general is ſo large a Subject, that it would 
be impoſſible for me to do it any tolerable juſtice, within the limits of ſo 
tion, | ſhort a Diſcourſe, as I muſt now be confin d to. And therefore I ſhall 
1d on fingle out for my preſent Subject, that particular Inſtance of doing good, 
| mention'd in my Text,the diſtributing and communicating of our worldly 
goods, or giving Alms, to our poor Brethren ; this being an Inſtance or 
Charity very proper to our preſent occaſion, ſuch as of all other Men have 
moſt nced to be put in mind of (for that Charity which is moſt coſtly, is 


Signs and Proofs of our being true Chriſtians, ſuch as onr Bleſſed Lord 
has in a moit eſpecial and extraordinary manner recommended to us in 
Scriptuze, 1 Job. 3.18, 19. Luke 11.41, 12.43. Mat. 25. 35 6, Cc. and 
ſuch as he himſelf has aſſur d us, he will at the great day of Judgment lay 
the moſt particular weight and ſtreſs upon. : 

But before I proceed to treat of this Duty, I think it needful to premiſe, 
That altho' in the charge here given by the Apoſtle, the Rich only are 
mention'd, yet Men of all Ranks and Circumſtances (the very meaneſt 
only, who are ſo poor themſelves as to be under an abſolute Incapacity of 
| tiny Almt, excepted) are concern'd in it. For, as the Obligations 

om Nature and Reaſon, to this Duty, do as ſtrongly bind thoſe of mo- 
derate and mean Fortunes, in proportion to their Abilities, as thoſe of 
plentiful and great ones: So do the Scriprures as well command thoſe of a 
low Condition, Epheſ, 4. 28. To work with their hands, that they may 
have to give to him that needet h, as the Rich to be ready to diſtribute, 
and willing to communicate, out of their abundance, Luke 21. 1, 2, 3. 
; Mark 12.41. And we find there, that neither did the poor Widow think her 
ſelf excus'd from giving, tho' her whole Subſtance was but two Mites, but 
freely gave it all ro pious and charitable uſes ; nor did the deep Poverty 
of the Macedonians hinder them trom miniſtring to the Neceſſities of their 
poor Brethren : bur to their power, yea and beyond their power, did the 
riches of their Liberality abound. So that I would not be thought to be 
ſpeaking to the Rich only, tho' indeed principally to them, while I am 


re be merciful, after their power, If they have much, to give plenteouſly. 
If they bave little, yer ſtill to do their diligence gladly to give of that lit- 
tle : well knowing that by ſo doing, they ſhall all gather themſelves 8 
| good reward in the day + neceſrity, Tub. 6.8, 9. | 
This being premis d, I ſhall now proceed (in order to make my Diſ- 
':ourſe as uſeful as I can, both with reſpect to the Subject which I am to 
ceat of, and the Occaſion which call'd me hither ro'treat of it) in the 
following Method. a Hrg. 


— 


always moſt neg/eFed) and yet, at the ſame time, ſuch as is one of the ſureſt 


preſſing this _ ot Alm[ giving; but my Defign is, to exhort all Men 


Firſt, I will endeavour to ſhew wherein the true Nature of this Du 
of Alms giving conſiſts; and in what Manner it may beſt be performed 
by ys. : | 
* Secondly, I will briefly lay before you the Various and moſt Powerful 

morives that there are, to invite us to the practice of this Duty. And 
Tay, Repreſent to you the Excellency of that particular Charity, 
which I am this Day to intreat your Alm, for. 

Firſt, I am to ſhew wherein the true Nature of this Duty of Ams 
giving conſiſts; and in what manner it may beſt be perform'd by us. Now 
Alms-giving is generally divided, by thoſe that treat of it, into Spiritual 
and Corporal: Spiritual, which conſiſts in inſtructing the ignorant, ad- 
viſing the doubtful and perplex*d, comforting the afflicted, cenſuring ſuch 
as do amiſs, pardoning thoſe that have offended us, ſupporting the weak, 
praying generally for all Men, Sc. Corporal, which conſiſts in feeding the 
hungry, giving drink to the thirſty, cloathing the naked, lodging 
ſtrangers, viſiting the ſick, redeeming captives, burying the dead, and 
all other charitable offices of the like nature. But, as for the firſt branch 

of this diviſion, viz. Spiritual Alms giving, I look upon it to have the 
name of Alm. giving only figuratively, and by way of Analogy, and that, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, Alms-giving always ſigniſieth, both in Scripture Lan- 
guage and our common uſage of the word, The giving ſome part of our 
worldly goods to thoſe that are in want, At leaſt, it is plain tnat it is 
this ſort of Almi giving, which St, Paul had reſpect to in my Text, and 
which I ſhall therefore ſolely inſiſt upon at preſent. 
And this Alms giving, conſider d as it is a Chriſtian Duty, may be 

roperly enough detin d to be, A free and willing communication or di- 

Frdbaride of ſome part of our worldly goods to our poor Brethren, for the 
relieve and ſupply of their wants, whet her of Soul or Body; and this too, 
upon the true principles of the Goſpel. For your better underſtanding of 
which Definition, and ſhewing you the juſtneſs of it, I mult beg leave to 
explain my ſelf, as to the ſeveral parts of it, in the following Particulars. 

Firft then, When I ſay that Alns-giving is 8 Communication or Di- 
ſtribution of our worldly Goods. I mean of ſuch Goods only, as are 
truly and properly our uwn. For he, who gives away the Goods of an- 
other, is ſo far from doing an Act of Charity, which will render him ac- 
ceptable to God, that he plainly doth an Act of Injaſtice, for which he 

muſt expect to be puniſh'd by Him. And conſequently he, who gives to 
the Poor only his Ill- gorten Goods, the fruits of his oppreſſion and vio- 
lence, fraud, and couzenage, Cc. cannot be truly faid to give an Alms; 
becauſe, in doing this, he either gives ro the Poor that which ought to be 
reſtored ro thoſe from whom he has wrongfully taken it, if it be in his 
power to to find them out, and ſo he is guilry of Injuſtice: or otherwiſe, 
e gives to the Poor no more than is due to them, as God's Receivers 
of char which, for want of 2 poſſibility of finding out the true Owners, 
he cannot return to them; and ſo at beſt he doth but an Act of Religion. 
As little can he deſerve the name of an Ams-giver, who gives to the Poor 
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chat, which he knows himſelf W. b 4 to be indebted to another Perſon; 
nay, or which he has reaſon to believe, all Accompts being fairly ſtared 
between him and others, is not his own, but theirs, This is manifeſt and 
palpable Injuſtice z and it is an eftabliſh'd Rule in Divinity, that Fuſtice 
muſt be done, before we can have any room for Gharity, And according- 
ly Divine: explain the To Er, which we tranſlate, ſuch things as 
we have, Luke 11.41. (vid, Poli Synop. in locum) and which our Saviour 
commands us to give Alms of, to be ſuch Goods as remain to us clear, af- 
ter full Reſtitution made, and Juſtice done to all ſuch as we have wrong d, 
or ſtand indebted to. I | 

Secondly, 1 ſay it muſt be a Free and Willing Diſtriburion : becauſe Alms- 
giving isa Religious Act, and evety Religious Act, conſidere das ſuch, muſt 
come from the Heart,and have the full conſent of the whole Will and Affecti- 
ons along with it; otherwiſe ir will never be pleaſing in God's fight, as he 
himſelf has frequently declar'd in Scripture, Exod. 25. 2. 35. 5. Prov. 2 3. 26. 
Iſai. 29. 13, 14 And for this Reaſon I fear that we often give to the 
Poor, what cannot properly be call'd Ams: as when we pay our Pariſh 
Rates for them, only becauſe the Law has commanded it, but with all the 
Unwillingneſs-and Reluctancy imaginable ; much more when, as is but too 
commonly ſeen, we uſe all manner of inderect and trickiſh means, to a- 
void paying even a Juſt and Neighbourly proportion towards theſe Ratet. 
Surely that which is thus ſqueez d out of us, whether he will or no, is not 
giving as a Man is diſpos'd in his own Heart, but giving gradgingly, and 
of neceſſity, and conſequently ſuch giving as God has atorchand declar'd, 
ne will not be ples with, 2 Car. 9. 7+ , 


Thirdly, I lay our worldly Goods in general; becauſe not only our Mo- 


7, bur our Meat, our Drink, our Cloathing, our Lodging, Prov. 3. 9. 
and in fine, whatever part of our worldly Subſtance our poor Brother is 
dſtain*d and comforted by us with, have always been reputed to deſerve 
he name of Alms, Nebem. 8. 11. And I ſay ſome parts of our worldly 
Goods only, becauſe there is no cauſe, in which we are bound to give the 


Our-ſelves and Families. There may indeed happen extraordinary caſes, 
uch as thoſe of Famine, extreme Perſecution, c. Aﬀs 11. 29. 4s 4. 
7. in which we may be oblig d, as the firſt Chriſtians thought themſelvts. 

not only to give according to our utmoſt abilities, with reſpect to the p1 0- 

fir or income of our Eſtates, but even to part with ſome of the Principal; 

nay, to ſell the whole, Luke 12. 33. as they did, and divide amongſt others 
whar, moſt ſtrictly ſpeaking, is nor neceſſary for the ſupport of Our ſelves 
and our Families. Beyond this no Man can be' oblsg'd ro go; and thar 
for this plain Reaſon, becauſe we are no where oblig d to love others bet- 
ter than, bur only as our ſelves, 

Fourthly, I ſay to our Brethren, for the Relief and Supply of their 
wants. Becauſe whatever is given by us to thoſe, whom we have not \uf- 
ficient reaſon to believe to be really poor (1 do not mean only poor, i6 as 


to want Ncceſſaries, but ſo as to want wherewith ro ſubfift with * 
A 3 E 


whole: but we may always reſerve enough for the neceſſary ſuſtenance of 


1 
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W js 
Caſe, Coovenience and Comfort) may be call'd by the name of Liberality, 


or Generoſity, or Friendſhip, but can, in no propriety ot Speech, be call d] 


Alms. Nay, and tho' we give to thoſe whom we know to be really poor, 
but yet do not give for this end, the Relieve of their Wants, but for fome 
wordly End or Intereſt of our own; this will never paſs in the fight of 
God, who chiefly minds the Intention in every, Action, for Charity to the 
Poor, Nay farther yet, if we give to thoſe, who, we have reaſon to be- 


lieve, at the time of our giving to them, willnot apply what we give to they: 


End for which we defign'd it, the Relief and Supply of their Wants, but 
make it miniſter to their Vices, and ſpend it upon their Luſts; this will 
be ſo far from being true Alms, a great Chriſtian Virtue, that ir will be 
in ſome ſort an Abetting and Encouraging of Sin, which is a moſt Un- 
chriſtian Crime, And therefore it ſtands us inſtead to be very careful, 
either not to give to ſuch People at all; or at leaſt, if their wants be very 
great, to give to them in ſuch a manner and meaſure, that we may be ſa- 
risfy'd that what we giye ſhall be apply'd to the Relief of their Neceſſit ies, 
not the Feeding of their Vices, 

I add, Whether of Soul or Body; becauſe the Souls as well as Bodies 
of our Brethren, are capable of being benefited by this ſort of Alms, 
As is ſeen in the Redemption of Captives out of the hands of Infidels, and 
thereby reſcuing them from the Temptations, which they were expos d 
to, of diſſembling or renouncing their moſt Holy Faith; eafing Perſons 
in exceeding ſtrait and difficult Circumſtances ; and, by ſo doing, pre- 
venting their falling into the Sins of Lying, Perjury, Theft, Uncleannefs, 
nay and perhaps, Sclf-murther, which they might otherwiſe probably e- 
nough have been drawn by the Devi to, &c, And indeed then our Alm: 
ſeem to have attain'd a great degree of Perfection, vhen they are thus made 
doubly ſerviceable, to the Souls, and to the Bodies of Men. 

Laſily, I ſay, all this muſt be done upon the Principles of the Goſpel; 
becauſe, whatever other Vertue there might be in our Alms giving, with- 
out this, it can never be look'd upon as a Chriſtian Duty: For all Chri- 
ſtian Dnties muſt be perform'd upon Chriſtian Principles. Now the Prin- 
ciples, upon which the Goſpel recommends this Duty of Alms-giving to 
us, are ſuch as theſe ; a love of, and regard to the Commands, Examples 
and Honour of God, and our Bleſſed Saviour ; a defire of doing good to 
the Bodies, but eſpecially the Souls, of our poor Brethren; wid. St, Fohn's 
Epiſtles throughout, And an earneſt Hope and Expectation of thoſe Spi- 
ritual Benefits and Advantages, which may probably accrue to Our-ſclys, 
from our performing this Duty, as we ought to do, Theſe muſt be the 
chief and principal ends aim'd at by us in our Alms; or elſe, though we 
give all our gaods to feed the poor, it will profit us nothing, 1 Cor. 13.3. 

do not ſay that the Conſideration of thoſe worldly Advantages, which | 
our Alms are likely to procure for us, may not be a Motive and Encou- 
ragement to us to give Alms ; {undoubtedly it may, or it would never 
haze been propos d as ſuch in Scripture, But then it muſt be a Motive, 


*r its proper place and order, after thoſe inſinitely more noble and weighry 
once before mentioned. FEY A -- and 
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» And thus I hope, I have ſufficiently both explain d and vindicated my 


Definition of Alms-· giving, conſider d as it is a Chriſtian Duty. I am to 
proceed in the next place to ſhew you, in whet manner #his Duty may be 
belt perform d by us. And in order to this, be pleas d to obſerve the fol- 
lowin . | 8 

Ard To Diſpenſe your Alms with judgment and diſcretion: Diſcretion 
] mcan both as to the choice and preference of the fitte## and propereſt Ob- 
jects of them; and the due proportioning, ſorting and timeing of them. 

I have already told you, that it is Eſſential ro Ams giving,that we give 
to ſuch as we have reaſon to believe are really poor, and will rigktly apply 
whar we give them to the relief of their Poverty. And ſuch very private 
Chriſtian may eaſily find out, if he doth but heartily ſearch for chem, as 
be ought to do: Or ar leaſt, if he cannot by himſelf, yer he may by ad- 
vifiug.others, more eſpecially his Spiritual Guide; whoſe Advice and 
Direction, in this caſe, if he be but careful to follow, he acts in this re- 
ſpect, as becomes a ſincerely good and wiſe Chriſtian, and what ever the 
ſucceſs be, what he thus gives will certainly be plac d by God, $0 his ac- 
count, as true Alm. | 

Bur this is not all: It is not enough that we give to thoſe that-are really 
poor, but both Reaſon and Religion require, that we make a diſtinction 
among theſe, and according to the merits of their reſpective circum- 
ſtances, prefer one of them to another, A Man who is in extream want. 
and juſt ready to periſh, let his other circumitances be what they will, is 
to be rclieved before any other Perſon, that is not ſo; both becauſe Life 
is the deareF, and moſt valuable of all earrhly bleſſings, and conſequently 
ought firſt to be taken care of; and becauſe the ſuſtaining of this is abſo- 
luxely, neceſſary, even in order to have it in our power to do good to the 
Souls of Men. An Alms, by which our Brother is like to receive any Spi- 
ritual Benefit, is to be preferr'd before one, that will only bring him 2 
Corparl one; and one, that will bring him both Spiritual and C orporal. 
before one, that will bring him but one of theſe. Generally ſpea ling. 

a very poor Man is to be reliev d. before one moderately poor; a good 
Man, before a bad Man; a Fellow Chriſtian, before an Infidel : (Gal. 
6. 10.) 4 Parent, Relation, Friend, BenefaFour. Neighbour or Com- 
panion, before a Stranger: (1 Tim. 5.8.) a Gentleman or Perion of 
Faſhion fallen to Decay, before ſuch as have been born and bred in 
Poyerty ; an honeſt and induſtrious. Howſe- keeper, before an idle Vagrant 
Beggar : (2 Theſſ. 3. 10.) one that Providence has brought to 2 low 
Condition, before one that his own Vice have brought lo, Oc. Theſe 
and ſuch like are Diſtinctions, founded in the very Nature and Rea ſon u 
Things, and give a Right to the Poor, to demand proport 1onavle Di- 
ſtinctions in che Diſtribut ton of our Ams. And conſequently we can 
not, without the greateſt Unreaſonableneſs and Abſardity, and withour 
manifeſt Injuſtice to the Poor t heraſelves, overlook ſuch Diſtinctions a3 


And much the ſame may be ſaid; as rp the Proportioning of our 2 
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(2) 
Sometimes, by Feeding the Poor only from Hand to Mouth, and giving 
them bur /ittle at a time, we keep thoſe continually poar, who, by a large 
ſum ar firſt, might have been ſet up in the World, and put in a condition 
of living comfortably ever after. Ar other times, the profuſeneſs of our 
Am, minifters to Idleneſs, Wantonneſs, Intemperance and other Vices, 
Now, to prevent the Miſchicfs ariſing from theſe two Extremes, we ſhall 
do well to confider before-hand, the Circumſtances, Tempers and Qualifi- 
cations of the Perſons, who are to be reliev'd by us; and then to parcel 
out our Alms to them in ſuch quantities, as may be likely to do them 
the moſt, an the moſt laſting good. Always >: for this Caution along 
with us, That except in very extraordinary Caſes indeed, We muſt ne- 
ver give ſo much at one time, as to leave our ſelves not hing more to give. 
For Charity is to be the work of our whole Lives: and it will be a very 
uneaſy thing to 2 good Man, to ſee the moſt moving Objects con- 
tinually before his Eyes, and not to have it in his power to aſſiſt and re- 
lieve them. i 

Next, as to the ſorting of our Alms; we know by daily experience, 
that not always Money, but ſomet imes Meat and Drink, ſometimes Cloa- 
thing, ſometimes Phyſick ſometimes a Stock for Work or Trade; ſometimes 
Employing them in our own Buſineſs, is the propereſt and beſt Charity to 
the Poor; falls in beſt with their preſent wants; or provides beſt for their 
futute well-being, as need muſt requires. And therefore theſe are thin 
well worth our thinking on, in the diſtribution of our Ams. 1 

And then, as to the Timeing of our Alm, or giving them in due Seaſon, 
this is a mighty beneficial Circamſtance of them, both with reſpe& to 
thoſe who receive, and our ſelves who give them. The Receiver is bere- 
by preſery*d from greater miſchiefs; nay, often from utter ruin and de- 
ſtruction, which might otherwiſe have enſu'd ; and has therefore a double 
Joy, preſent Relief, and hope of future Eaſe from our Alms. The Giver, 
belides the unſpeakable Pleaſure of ſo ſeaſonably relieving his poor Bro- 
ther, doth hereby become a good Husband of his Alms; Prov. 3. 27, 28. 
and doth that for for a little, which, if it had been delay'd at any time, 
muſt perhaps have coft him ten times as much. 

Thus much will Difcretion do, towards the making the utmoſt of our 
Alms; it will diſpoſe of them to thoſe, who have the moſt juſt and equi- 
table Title to them: it will render them moſt effectual for the ends for 
which we deſigu d them: and yet both ſpread them as vide, and make them 
laſt as long, as can reaſonably be expected. 

Secondly, Another Rule ſhall be, To give as much as we can conveni- 
ently ſpare, in our own Lives-time ; and generally with our own hands 
20% Beſides that the giving away part of our worldly Goods, while we 
are alive, and in health and capable of enjoying them our ſelves, is 2 
much ſurer proof of our Love to GOD and our Neighbour ; and conſe- 
quently a much greater Satisfaction to our own Minds, than the giving 
them, when we can have no farther uſe and enjoyment of them: Beſides 
this, 1 fay, this is the ſureſt w ay to have our Ams obtain the Tags te | 
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which we give them ; and which they but too often fail of, when left ts 
che t of Executors, Truſtees, &c. 

And then, as to Giving with our own Hands: This is not only the ſe- 
cureſt way of conveying to the Poor, what we defign for them, but kewiſe 
carrieth with it a very commendable appearance of tenderneſs and regard 
for them: and, which is moſt of all, will naturally lead us to be acquainted 
with them, to inquire into their true Stare and Condition, to fee che Mi- 
ſeries which they are cxpos'd ro, perfectly ro underſtand their wants, and 
the beſt ways of Relieving them: and by theſe means, bring us to a true 
Senſe and Fellow-felling of, a true concern and compaſſion tor, all their 
grievances and neceſſities. And this will moſt excellently prepare us for 
another Qualification of a true Chriſtian Alms-giver, which is 

Thirdly, To give chearfully and liberally. I put both theſe together, 
becauſe one is ordinarily the Effect of the other. What we do with a ple- 
ſed Mind, we ly do with a liberal Hand, (Rom. 12.8.) GOD has 
expreſly told us, That he will have Mercy ſhown with Chearfulneſs, and 
that He lover h a chearful giver, (2 Cor. 9 7.) He has commanded us 
frequently, to open our hands wide to the poor and needy in the land, 
(Deut. 15.8. 11) and to be merciful as He Himſelf # merciful (Fam. 1. 

5.) vo giveth liberally, giveth even all chings richly to enjoy, (i Tim, 
6.17.) And indeed it is hardly to be conceiv'd, that a Man can love his 
Brother as he ought to do, and yet not delight to relieve caſe and com- 
fort him, as occaſion requires, and moſt readily part with what is abun- 
dantly ſufficient for this purpoſe. 

What ion of our worldly Goods it becomes us to ſet apart, tor 
charitable uſes, it is not poſſible nicely to determine; by reaſon of the in- 
finite variety of Mens circumſtances, which may make it more reaſonable 
for one Man to give a Fifth part, than another a Twentiech. Bur thus 
much I cannot help obſerving : Firft, That moſt of us might give a great 
deal more then we do, and, either from our Vices or Vanities, our Super- 
finities, or at leaſt Needleſs Expences, pare off abundance, for the Relief 
of our poor Brethren, Secondly, That as far as we can learn from Scr;- 
ture, the proportion of our Eſtates ſet apart for theſe uſes, ought to be 
very great. GOD himſelf ſer it very high to his own People the Jews, 
(Exod. 2.3, 4. Deut, 14. 28, 29.) and the Ecamples of good Men and 
Women, mentioned upon this account in Scripture carry it yet higher. 
Dorcas, we read, was full of good works and Almsi-deeds, which ſte 
did, (Act, 9. 36.) Cornelius gave much Alms, (Act, 10. 12.) Zaccheus, 
though a Publican, gave half of hu goods to the poor, (Luke 19. 8.) 
and che firſt Chriſtians ſold all their poſſeſſions, and divided the price to 

one 45 need. 

Fourthly, We muſt give with Modeſty, Humility, and all convenient 
Privacy. Our Bleſſed Lord abhorred nothing more, in Mens Alm. 
giving, than Pride and Oftentation ; and therefore he particularly cau- 
tion d us againſt theſe, and declar'd that they would hinder our Alm from 

being accepted by God, And indeed there are two things, in therr own 


Natures, 


_ — 


30.) 
vatures, more inconſiſtent than Alm? giving and Pride; the one naturally 
tending to humble us, by putting us in mind of the. mean , and poor, and 
in ſufficient condition af mankind, in this lite, without the Divine fa uour 
and aſſiſtance: the other tending to puff us up, as if we had ſomething of 
our own , abſtracted from God, which was really praiſe worthy +: and fic 
for us to pleaſe our ſelves with, and make our bogs of. 

And, that we may lye under as little temptation as poſſible, to pride 
and wain glory, in the giving of our Ams, we are commanded to giye 
them with all convenient privacy, Mat. 6. 1. I ſay all convenient priv 
becauſe there may he times, when precyacy is not convenient. When ihe 
excmplarineſs of our Alms happens to be needful , for the ſetting forth of 
God's Glory , and the provoking one another to love ang,goed works , then 
privacy would be a fault. Heb. 10. 24. Then we are commanded. to let 
our light ſhine before men : Matt. 5, 16. but even then we mult be careful 
to the utmoſt , not to be too much plear'd with, or conceited of , the 
brightneſs of it , our ſelves. 

Lafily , We muſt diſtribute our Ams, with all imaginable rendernch, 
compaſſion and kind regard , to our poor brother. We muſt gige ſe, 
not to leave the leaſt umbrage for his ſuſpecting, that we any way delpiſh 
or reproach him, for his poverty. So,, as we would wiſh others to give, 
if we our ſclves were to be the receivers: ſo, as becomes men that art 
ſenſible that it is God that hath made this difference between us and dur 
poor brethren, and may alter it by putting them into our condition, and 
us into theirs, when he pleaſeth 1 Sam. 2. 7. He, who, doth not this, 
but the contrary , is uncharatable even in his Charecy , and inſtead of re- 
lieving and conforting, grieves and provokes his poor Brothren, who has 
already but 200 2 a weight of affliction upon him. And this, at it is 
2 certain ſign 5 a ba ry e and ab ject Spirit, ſo will it fare with us according- 
ly. It will preven all our poor brothers :hankſgivings to God, 2 Cor. 
9. 12. on our behalf, which would have been no ſmall advantage to us; 
it will be conſtrued by God himſelf, as a reproaching of him: Proy. 15. 
5. it will deprive us of all that inward j joy and ſatisſaction, which we might 
other wiſc have had in our Alu: here ; Td inſtead of rewards, it wall 
treaſure up for us moſt dreadful puniſhments hereafter. 

And thus I have fully inſtructed you, both in the nature of this duty 
of Almas. giving, and the beſt manner of performing it. And now what 
would I give , that it were but as eaſy to engage you to the habitual pra- 
Fice of it, as it is to znſtru# you in it. And yet certainly * can be no 
very hard matter, if we conlider, 

Secoudly , the varioxs and moſt powerful motives that there axe, 120/08 
vite us to the practice of this Duty, But where. ſhall I begiz, or ous 
end , agen n this head? . ee "1 

Sha! put you in mind of the plain and manifold obligations, which 
you lye under to this duty , from Nature, Rea ſen and Rewe{ation ? F$ _ 
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1 ſend you to the Old and New Teſtament”, to ſee how particular a value 
God and our Bleſſed Saviour put upon this duty, preferring it even to the 
duties mote immediately helonging to themſelves ? Shall | tell you, that 
this is che diftingniſhing badge of our Chrifian Profeſſion; aid thar, 
without this, no other Chriſtian graces or virtues , not cven the ſaper- 
natural ones of the Spirit, will profis us any thing ? tiviea 6 6, Matt. 12 
7, 1 Cor, 13. 3. N | . 
Shall I ſhow you how many particular graces and virtucs this cne of 
Alus giving includes in it, and thoſe too the brighteſt and molt ace 
to be obtain'd of any, in the whole Syſtem of Chriſtianity ? Such as, the 
loving Go above all things, and our Nezghboxrs as our ſelves : an 1nd 
erence for the things of this MWorld, and a readineſs of faith to exchange 
them, for the inviſible ones of the other; a reſolution to obey and plen/e 
God, whatever preſent ſelf-denyal and nzorti fication it may colt us: and 
a firm truſt and dependance upon him, that he will become our exceeding 
great reward for ſo doing. | 

Shall 1 propoſe to you the examples of the Holy Angels ; who are con- 
tinually miniſtring for our good ? Of the Sen of God, who made it the 
whole buſineſs of his life here upon Earth, to go about doing god, Hub. 1. 
I 4. and theught ir more bleſſed to give than to receive, Acts 10. 38. 
20. 35. Of God himſelf , the Author and Giver of every good gift, Jam. 
1. 37. the Father of Mercies, and God of all Comfort, who at firſt creared 
1, and has been ever ſince ſuſtaining and preſerving us, through each 
moment of our lives, Ads 17.28. And ſhall I necd to obſerve to you, 
that we never do our ſelves ſo much true honour , as when we endeavour 
to copy after theſe great and perfect examples, and by ſo doing, become 
in ſotne ſenſe , Gods ro our Brethren. 

Shall I call to your remembrance the ples ſure that attends the pcrfor - 
mance of this duty ? what a zatural gratification it is to dur oO , 
Prov. 11. 17. how perfectly agrecable to our Reaſon : how exattlyanſwer- 
able to the true Spirit and Temper of our Religion: and coulequently 
what inward peace and joy it muſt needs fill our Conſciences with, 

Shall L attempt ro reckon up the many worldly advantages, that flow 
from it ? how it will make «6 and ours belou d and efteem'd by all men : 
gain us a mighty name and reputation in the world, and that roo ſuch 
an one as ſhall endure when we arc dead and gone, through many gene- 
rations : be a ſteady ſecuriry and protection to us, againſt all dangers, 
both in private and publick changes and revolutions : help us to enjoy 
what we have, with the better reliſh : make it both ſpend and hold well. 
be a very likely means of encreaſing it, and the ſureſt way of ebrailing 
it, even to our Childrens Child:en. For fo ſaith the Scriprure , arid our 
experience generally confirms the fame, That the wercifnl max i never 
forſaken , nor his Seed forced to beg their bread , that be ſhall be in wer- 
laſting remembrance, and ku born ſha! be exalted with honour , that he 
ſhall either be raken away from the evil to come, or, let hat will Hap - 
pen, be ſhall mat be med, or be afraid of evil ridings , but he ſha#' je 
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bis defire upon hi enemies, and even in the days of funine he ſhall be ſa- 
rufied. He ſhall eat his meat with gladneſs and fingleneſs of heart © 
wealth and riches ſhall be in his houſe , hi ſeed ſhall be mighty upon earth, 
and his inherit ance ſhall be for ever, PC, 112. PC. 37, Acts 2. 45. 46. 

Or rather, ſhall I endeavovr to win you to the practice of this duty, 
by promiſes of Spiritual bleſſings ? by aſſuring you that the Alms are an 
odour of a ſweet ſmell , a ſacrifice acceptable and well pleaſing to God, 
Philip. 4+ 2. 16. that your bleſſed Lord will vouchſafe to accept of them, 
as kindneſſes done unto himſelf , Matt. 25. 40. that they will make way 
for your prayers to the throne of grace, Acts 10. 4. that they ſhall help 
ro cover a multitude of your Sins, of your ſmaller and more excuſable 
Sins, 1 Per. 4. 6. that hereby ye may know your ſelves to be of the truth, 
and aſſure your hearts before Ge, Prov. 10, 12, that the remembrance of 
theſe will be a ſure comfort to you, when you ſhall moſt need comfort, 
upon your ſicł and dying beds, 1 John 3. 19. nay farther, that theſe ſhall 
follow you even beyond the grave, and become powerful Avotates for 
you, at the day of Judgment, PC. 41. 3. And tho, no man ſhall be then 
ſav'd , forthe ſake of any ſingle grace or virtue, Revel. 14. 13. yet it 
ſeems very plain (from our Lords inſiſting ſo particularly upon this of 
bounty to the poor, Matt. 25 34+ and ſeeming to make it the greateſt up- 
on which our everlaſting ſentence is to turn, as he doth in his deſcription 
of the day of judgment) that more regard ſhall be had, more favour 
ſhewn , to this grace or virtue ſingly , than to any other, 

Oh ! how delightful would ir be , to dwell upon the contemplation -of 
theſe gloriows things, and to raiſe our ſelves up with it, into that Ange- 
lical , that Divine frame and remper of mind, # love and defire above 
all things, to be continually employ'd in doing good. But the time will 
not allow me to infiſt any longer upon this, at preſent. However I am 
ſatisfied that I have mentionꝰ d, tho* but barely mention'd , all theſe mo- 
tives; not doubring in the leaſt, but that, in |this vaſt variety, one 
or other of them has ſo effectually touch d, ſoften'd and open d, the heart: 
of every one of you, that I need not beg your patience, or fear your at- 
tention , while I am going on. 

Laſtly , to repreſent to you the excellency of that particular Charity, 


which [ am this day to intreat your Alu, for; and that is, the maintain-_ 


ing of Schools , for the Religious and Uſeful Education of poor Children; 
both Boys and Girls. The excellency I ſay , for ( beſides that this is un- 
doubredly a true Charity, beſtowꝰd upon thoſe who are really poor, and 
taithfully apply d ro the ends for which it is given) it has the farther hap- 
pineſs to be attended with many ſuch peculiarly advantagious circumſtan- 
ces, as make it preferrable to moſt other Charities, As 

Firſt , It is a Carity of the beſt kind: a double Charity as I before 
call'd it, which doth good both to the Seal: and Bodies on whom we 
beſtow it. It not only provides convenient raiment for them, and breeds 
them up in the moſt likely way of getting a comfortable ſubſiſtence in this 


World ( tho' theſe are very great and valuable Bleſſings , ſach as , = 
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be fear d, great part of mankind , - to ſay the greateſt , make their 
principal aim and end) but, which is infinitely more valuable, it throughly 
informs their minds , in.the knowledge and underſtanding of the moft 
uſeful and neceſſary principles of their moſt Holy Religion: it teaches 
them early to ſubdue and govern their paſſions and diſorderly appetites and 


affections : it keeps them out of the way of all manner of temptations 

to evil ; and trains them up, ſo carefully and conflantly , in the ſure 

paths to piety and peace, and everlaiting happineſs ; that we have all 

the reaſon in the world to hope, that when they are old they will not de- 

part from them, Prov. 22. 6. but be evermore reaping the bleſſed fruirs 

of our Charity, ro all eternity: So that the Charity doth all, that Cha- 

rity poſſibly can do : it takes care of the whole Man both Body and Soul, 

and ſoweth ſure ſceds of preſent and future happineſs, even for ever and 
ever, 

Secondly , This is a Charity, the good effects of which, will be of a 
moſt diffuſive and laſting nature. Not only theſe poor Children them- 
ſelves , and the Parents , Relations and Friends of them (to whom it 
muſt needs be a matter of an unſpeakable joy and comfort, to be eav'd of 
the charge and trouble of their Education, and to ſee them put into a 
very likely way of becoming happy both here and hereafter : nay, and 


perha ps of aſſiſting and ſupporting them in their Old Age, if there ſhall 


be occaſion ) but every Maſter, every Family, every Pariſh, every Town, 
every Ring dom, to whom theſe poor Children ſhall hereafter berome ſer- 
wiceable and uſeful, will have reaſon to call thoſe Bleſſed, who , by their 
Charity, have been the main Inſtruments of their becoming ſo. And that 
too ſo much the more; becauſe generally , before the ſettlement of theſe 
Charity Schools , the Education of the Children of the Poor was very 
much zegleFed , and they were ſo far from being likely ro do any Good 
in their Generation, that they were the very burden and plague of So- 
ciety : given to Jdleneſs , Beggary, Swearing , Theft, Lewaneſs , Vio- 
lence , Murther , and every evil work. 

And then, as to the laftingneſs of the good effects of this Charity: be- 
fides that they will probably hold the poor Children themſelves , as long as 
they live (it being no very eaſie matter to break looſe from the reſtraint 
and power of a Vertuous and Religious Education) beſides this, I ſay, ir 
ſeems highly probable that they being themſelves truly ſenfible of the 
great and manifold advantages of ſuch and Education, will make it their 
utmoſt care to give their Children the ſame : and ſo on, till all future 
generations ſhall in ſome meaſure at leaſt , partake of the benefirs of 
thu Charity. X 

Thirdly, This is a Charity which doth 7 immediately aim at , and 
will ery much contribute to, the honour of God and our bleſſed Saviour, 
and the reforming and mankind, and eſtabliſhing a true ſenſe and practice 
of Religion amongſt ur. I have but juſt obſerv d to you, how devoid of 
all true ſenſe of God and Religion, how diſſolute in their manners, how 
extreamly vicious in all their practices, the Chilaren of the poor have 
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generally been, for want of a Religious and truly Chriſtian Education : 


and conſequently a great dcal of that Immoralzty.and Prophaneſs , which 


ſo much abounds amongft us, mutt neceſlarily have been owing to this 


cauſe If therefore we in earneſt defire that Reformation of Meuners, 


which ſo many of us profaſs our ſelves paſſionately concern'd for, we can- 
not do a better piece of ſervice, for this end , than entirely ro remove 
this cauſe of Immorality and Prophaneſs , out of the way. And hace by 
the Bleſſing of God, there is a proper method already begun, and has 
been for ſome tine ſucceſsfully carry d on, for rhe effetting of this, we 
Mall be utter inexcuſable, if we ſuffer this me: hod to fail, for want af 
our Charit to Support it : nay if ve do not to the utmoſt of our power, 
encourage and improde it, When is our Maney ever ſo wiſely laid out; 
when will it ever turn to ſo good account, as when laid out for the Ho- 
nour of God and our Bleſſed Saviour, for the increaſing of Virtue , and 
propagating of true Religion, | 1 
Feurthly, This is a Charity to thoſe, who above all others , are the 
propere/? Ob:es of our Charity, I mean Children. Children, whoſe ut- 
ter incapacity to help themſelves ought the more effe&ually to recommend 
them to our kindneſs and affiffance. Children, whoſe ſpotleſs Innocence: 
doſerves all; that we can poſſibly do for its preſervation, Children, whoſe 
ſeſt and tender Tempers render them ſuſceptible of the very beſt and moſt 
laſting impreſſions , from Virtue and Religion: Children, whoſe whole 
Scene of Lite is yet before them , and who therefore may be made the In- 
ſtruments of doing very much good in the World. Laſtly , Children, 
whom our Bleſſed Saviour has expreſs'd ſo much concern, ſuch a tender 
regard tor , that wecan hardly ever enough manifeſt our love of , or be 
careful enough for them, Mar, 19. 13, Mark 10. 16. Luke 18. 16s 
Deareſt ſeſu! What a raviſbing and tranſporting ſight is it, to behold 
ſuch little Chiidren, as thou graciouſly vouchſafeſt to ſuffer to come unto 
th:e, put into the right way of comming unto thee for ever ? To behold 
thuſe . whoſe Angels do always behold the face of God in Heaven, Mat. 
18. 10. and of whom « the Kingdom of Heaven, ſo early and carefully 
train'd up in the paths of virtue and goodneſs ; that morally ſpeaking, 
they can hardly fail of becoming one day Angels themſelves, and inheri- 
ting that Kingdom, which they are ſo well fitted for? To behold thoſe, 
whoſe unhappy circumſtances mult probably have expos d them to innume- 
rable hazards and difficulties, wants and temptations reſcu'd by Chriſtian 
Charity from all theſe : and as effectually invited and derermin'd to the 
lide of Virtue and Religion, happineſs here and hereafter , as they were 
tkely ro have been to that of immorality and prophaneſs , everlaſting ruin 
and dcfiru#ion. O thou Dear lover of Ch:{dren, thou Dear lover of Souls, 
what an acceptable fight mult this needs be to thee. ? How precious in thy 
eyes ſnall all thoſe be, who have any hand in promoting this Glortous this 
Goalike Work? | | „„ 5 
Laftly, This Charity will wot fail of having its peculiar rewards, both 
2 thi; Le, and that which u 70 come. | _ 
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This reward we are immediately — of in hand, that, by breeding up 
hoſe to be honeſt and faithful, diligent and induſtridus who before were 
ſually the quite contrary : we ſhal nor only ſecure our ſelves , from 
nany dangers and Troubles, which we before were expos'd to from them: 
pur even reap ſervices and advantages, in ther ſtead, And we can have 
o reaſon to doubt, bur that God will fully recompence , even in this 
orld , all our care for the Children of o:hers, by Bleſſings upon our 
own, Nay, and 1s not this a very likely way to procure a Bleſing even 
upon the Barren Vomb, and to have her made a Foyfn! Mother of Chil-' 
dren , who ſhews , by her Affectionate concern for the Children of others, 
how well ſhe is diſpos'd to take care of her own, if God ſhall think fit 
to ſent them. - K 
But however this may be, our reward in the next Life is infallibly cer- 
tain. There He, who was-a Dear lover of Little Children, will not fail 
particularly to remember and reward all our kindneſſes towards them. 
Theſe , ve are aſſur d by him who cannot lye, they, who have been In- 
ſtruwenral in turning many to Righteouſneſs , ball nine forth in the 
Kingdom of their Father, with 2 diſtinguiſn d Luftre, as Stars for ever 
and ever, Dan” 12.43. Mat. 13. 43. 64: | 
What then ſhall 1 fay more to yori ? You have a Glorious opportu- 
nity of doing good before your Eyes : O make haſte re embrace and incou- 
rage it ; and beſure that the proportion of your Alms riſeth up to the 
worthineſs of it, Meſure them not, by the ſtingy Cuſtom of this World, 
or the Example of a Covetous Neighbour : but by the love of God and 
Chriſt to you, by the Examples of the Apoſt les and firſt Chrifians ; by 
your Bopes of Heaven, and the great neſt of thoſe rewards which you there 
expect. For, aſſure your ſelves , he that ſowerh ſparingly , ſhall reap 
ſe, and with what meaſure we mete , it will be meaſur'd to us again, 2 
Cor. 9. 6. Luke 6: 30. 1 Tim. 6. 7. - Let us ſeriouſly conſider , that we 
cat carry nothing With us our of this World, and that only ſo much, of 
what we have in it, will do us any $206 in the other, as we ſhall have 
ſent thither before us in Works of Mercy and Charity ? and that it vou. 
have been better for us never to have been rich, than to have the ruſt of 
our riches be a Mitneſt againſt ur, and eat our Fleſh as it were fire, and 


bring fuch miſeries ip us, as ſhall mae us how! and weep ewerlaſting 
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© Tet ws not, like che Rich Man in the Goſpe!, have all our good 
thingy in'this lift, Lule 16. 25. But let us lay up for our ſelves a never 
fading ſubſtance in Heaven, and make to our ſelves Friends of the Mam- 
me e Unrighteouſreſt, that , when we fail, they may receive us inte 
everlaſting habitations, Mat. 6. 20. Luke 16, 9. 
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ACATALOGUE of Sermons Printed and Sola 3 by 
Henry Hills is Black-Fryars , near the Water-ſide, 
Price One Penny each. 


WO of Sir Wiliaw Daws , Bar. one at Cambridge , on the 5th of 
Nov, 1705. and the other before the Queen, Nov. 19. 1704. 

One of the Biſhop of Norwich before Her Majeſty, March 8th, 1705. 
en her happy Acceſſion to the Crown. 

Two of the Biſhop of Lincoln's , one Decemb. 31. 1705. and the other | 
Novemb. 5. 1 705. | 

One of Dr. WiZ#'s Dean of Lincoln, on the 5th of Nowemb. 1765, ; 

One of Dr. Blackhal, his Commencement * before the W 
of Cambridge, une 30, 1700. 

Three of Dr. Parſons's , call'd The Firſt. Fruits of the Gentiles, cc. at 
Salubury. 

Two of Dr. Moſs, one before the Queen, April 224, 1706. The other 
a Spirtle Sermon Wedneſday in Eafter-Week, 1706. 3 

Two of the Archbiſh. of rk, one before the Queen, at Her Corcuntion. 
The other, the Government of the thoughts, before the King and Queen. |. 

One of Dr. Clarke, before the Queen, Decomb. 30, 1705. 

Four of Dr. Stanhope , One before the Biſhops, c. OZFob. 25, 1705. 
three betore the Queen: one at St. Paul's, and two at St. jamers the 3. 
and 5. of November, 1706. | 

One of Dr. Blackburs' s before the Queen, December, 9. 1705. 

A Sermon call'd The Royal Mercant , before his ur King Charles 
the Second, at Whithal. 

One of the Biſhop of Glouceſter's at Guild- Hal che 7h of Sept emb. i 704 
heing a Thankſgiving for overcoming the French and Bavarian. 

Two of Mr. Knagg” "IS one a Perſwaſive to Contentment, the other God 
With ts. 

One of Dr. Hoadly bei . N or, e. September 29. 1 705. 

Three of Dr, Kexnet's ; Two upon the Murther of King Charles the 
Firſt, Fan, 30, 1793, 1705. The other before the Queen, Fune 23, 1706. 

One of Mr. Stubs , on May 26, 1706, being a Preparatory to the Ge- 

neral Thankſgiving. 

One of Dr. Manningham, before the Queen at Windſor , Aug. 4, 1706. 

One of Mr. Sprint, The Bridewoman's Counſeller, at a Wedding, 1696. 
with the Anſwer (by a Lady.) 

One of his Grace John late Archbiſhop of Cent. 1694, Of evil ſpeaking, 

One by M. Morton B. D. 7he Rights FA the Clergy in the Chriſtian Church 
Aſerted. In Anſwer to, The Rights of the Chriftian Church aſſerted. 

One by Sacheverel M. A. at Leiceſter Aſlizes , Fuly 25. 1706. 

One by Rich. Smalbroke , M. A. at St. Mary's i in . June the 9. 
1706. . 

An Epitome of the Proteflant Religion, &c. | 
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